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catastrophic fire at one end of the lake
does not cause too much erosion or air
pollution in another part of the Lake.
The Watershed Assessment will provide
the Forest Service with the tools to
make those tough judgment calls.

The other Federal effort underway is
an interagency review of the Environ-
mental Improvement Program, a list of
more than 500 environmental improve-
ment projects that the Tahoe Regional
Planning Agency proposes to imple-
ment at Lake Tahoe. The Environ-
mental Improvement Program has the
full support of Lake Tahoe’s local gov-
ernments, business leaders, and envi-
ronmental groups. Now the Federal
government is assessing which of the
environmental projects on this list
should have high priority for Federal
funding, and whether new programs are
needed to provide that funding.

I plan to act upon the results of these
studies as soon as they are complete in
December 1998. I am hoping to offer
legislation in the next session that
would authorize a new Federal initia-
tive, led by the U.S. Forest Service, to
address Lake Tahoe’s erosion and for-
est health problems. I am working with
a bi-partisan group of Tahoe’s business,
environmental, and community leaders
to develop a proposal, and I hope that
the Forest Service will become an ac-
tive player in the process as well.

In 1997, President Clinton and Vice
President GORE visited Lake Tahoe. I
attended the Forum they sponsored, as
did Senators BOXER, REID and BRYAN.
We applauded the President as he an-
nounced an ambitious Tahoe initiative
that included $50 million over two
years for land acquisition, prescribed
burning, watershed restoration, public
transportation, upgrades to wastewater
pipelines, erosion control, and sci-
entific research at the Lake.

Unfortunately, since then, Lake
Tahoe seems to have dropped off the
Administration’s radar screen. The Ad-
ministration never even fulfilled the
$50 million in commitments the Presi-
dent made at Tahoe, let alone extend
those commitments to fiscal year 1999.

In his 1999 budget request, President
Clinton did not make any specific re-
quests for Tahoe, and the Forest Serv-
ice will be lucky if they receive $5 mil-
lion from the Administration next year
for forest health and erosion control
projects.

Forest Service officials at Lake
Tahoe are doing a heroic job of reduc-
ing fire risk in the forest while simul-
taneously protecting Lake Tahoe’s
water quality. They need more re-
sources if they are going to reverse de-
clining environmental quality at the
Lake and its surrounding forests.

Time is running out for Lake Tahoe.
If we do not act quickly with a full
commitment of Federal resources, the
crown jewel of the Sierra could become
permanently tarnished. I urge my col-
leagues in the Senate to join me in pre-
serving this national treasure for gen-
erations to come. Let’s look at this $3
million for land acquisition as a down
payment, not the last word.∑

OUR LADY QUEEN OF ALL SAINTS
40TH ANNIVERSARY

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a special church in Fra-
ser, Michigan. Our Lady Queen of All
Saints Parish celebrated its 40th Anni-
versary on August 23, 1998.

Since its beginning, Our Lady Queen
of All Saints Parish has been selflessly
dedicated to serving God and the Fra-
ser community. The members of the
Parish demonstrate their commitment
to their faith through providing valu-
able human services to those in need.
They have done so under the guidance
and leadership of Our Lady Queen of
All Saints’ founding father Reverend
Father Joseph J. Szmaszek and former
pastors Monsignor Ferdinand J.
DeCneudt, Father J. Michael McGough
and Father Arthur W. Fauser. The par-
ish continues this service under the
present pastor, Father Ronald J.
Babich. It is my great pleasure to rec-
ognize the contributions these men
have made to the parish, ensuring its
prosperity and longevity.

I want to express my congratulations
and best wishes to all of the clergy and
members of Our Lady Queen of All
Saints parish. May they enjoy contin-
ued success.∑

f

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF ROWAN
UNIVERSITY

∑ Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize Rowan Univer-
sity as it celebrates its 75th Anniver-
sary. This year marks the 75th year
that Rowan will provide quality edu-
cation to residents in New Jersey and
across the country. It is a pleasure for
me to be able to recognize this impor-
tant milestone.

Rowan provides an exceptional envi-
ronment for achievement and fulfill-
ment through rigorous academic train-
ing and vigorous personal interaction
among the members of its diverse
learning community. As a regional
public university committed to teach-
ing, Rowan combines liberal education
with professional preparation and of-
fers programs from the undergraduate
through doctoral levels. Rowan Univer-
sity seeks to achieve knowledge
through ambition, responsibility
through service, and character through
challenge. The University is a con-
stantly expanding resource for the
State of New Jersey, developing as a
community of learners with a curricu-
lum that integrates professional and
liberal education. Rowan has succeeded
in developing values, shaping char-
acter, and enhancing the capacity for a
fulfilling and socially responsible life
among its graduates. Rowan University
alumni are well prepared to assume po-
sitions of leadership within their com-
munities and professional fields.

Rowan University has become an ex-
traordinary comprehensive institution
that has improved the quality of life
for the citizens of New Jersey, and it
has long been an example of the stand-

ard that we set for our nation’s univer-
sities. Through hard work and dedica-
tion, the faculty have illustrated their
commitment to building the leaders of
tomorrow, and their success over the
past 75 years serve as an inspiration to
all educators.

I am proud to recognize Rowan Uni-
versity on its anniversary, and I look
forward to another 75 years of quality
education from this institution.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO THE COVENANT
HOUSE ON ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the Covenant
House in St. Louis, Missouri on its 25th
Anniversary. Over the years, Covenant
House has been an important and inte-
gral part of the low-moderate income
housing community for the elderly.
The Anniversary celebration will take
place on September 13, with special
honorees Harvey and Wilma Gerstein.

The Gersteins have dedicated a great
deal of their lives to the development
of quality housing for the elderly. Har-
vey was the first-ever President of the
Covenant House and still serves on the
Board of Directors. Wilma is a member
of the Board and serves as Chair of the
Volunteer Committee.

Covenant House is publicly financed
and has 434 units of housing to serve its
484 elderly residents. With the continu-
ing need for more establishments like
the Covenant House, they founded the
Community Aging Corporation. This
Corporation provides a variety of social
services to guarantee safety for the el-
derly in an independent setting.

It is a great privilege to honor this
high caliber living community and its
special honorees. Dedication to one’s
community has become an increasingly
rare quality in our society. The St.
Louis community is lucky to have such
a facility and I want to express my sin-
cere appreciation to everyone who
makes the Covenant House excel.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO HERBERT MABRY,
THE 1998 RICHARD B. RUSSELL
PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD RECIPI-
ENT

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the 1998 Richard B. Rus-
sell Public Service Award recipient,
Herbert Mabry of Sandy Springs, Geor-
gia.

Herb is a man who truly defines pub-
lic service. Over the years, he has been
actively involved in serving the people
in many capacities, including his own
campaign for public office.

The Richard B. Russell Award is
given each year to an individual who
truly ‘‘raises the bar’’ for us all and
goes the extra mile for his or her com-
munity and state. The honor is be-
stowed upon an individual who works
tirelessly to promote the ideals of the
State of Georgia and who strengthens
and shapes our State for the future.
Senator Russell understood that public
service and political involvement is a
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